Relu engagement with FWAG

Relu researchers were invited to give presentations as part of a special Relu-sponsored session at the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group’s annual staff conference at the National Sports Centre in Newport on 1st October. FWAG is an independent provider of conservation and environmental advice to the agricultural community. Three Relu research projects were specially selected by FWAG as being of particular interest to the 70-strong audience consisting of Farm Conservation Advisers and Specialist Advisers. Following an introduction to the Relu programme by Amy Proctor from the Director’s Office, Eirini Saratsi from the University of Exeter kicked off proceedings with a presentation on ‘Improving the Success of Agri-environment Schemes’. Eirini focused specifically on whether training for farmers improves the outcomes of these schemes. There was strong interest from the FWAG advisers concerning some of the key recommendations coming out of this project including who might perform such training and how it might be funded. Martin Dallimer from the University of Sheffield presented on ‘The Implications of Agricultural Change on Avian Diversity and the Economics of Upland Farming’. Martin talked about how the team are developing new modelling tools for examining the dynamics of moorland change. FWAG staff were keen to understand the scenarios underlying these modelling techniques. Finally, Laurence Smith from the University of London presented on ‘Catchment Management for the Protection of Water Resources’. Drawing on an analysis of international experience along with an investigation of UK catchments, Laurence talked about the need for a more integrated and holistic approach to catchment management. There was much interest in this issue, as FWAG staff had presented on this in earlier sessions. Following the presentations, a series of four workshop sessions took place exploring the links between Relu research and FWAG advice. These sessions provided an opportunity for FWAG staff to discuss more fully issues relating to how they access research and how they, as advisers, go about disseminating research to farmers. There was also a session looking ahead to how FWAG as an organisation might engage with the research community as part of Relu’s fourth call ‘Adapting Rural Living and Land Use to Environmental Change’. Running through all the discussions was a genuine interest from the FWAG staff about the latest Relu research findings and a strong desire for the organisation to engage more fully with the research programme in the future.  
