
Farmland is no place 
for wildlife?

Richard Bradbury,
Richard Pywell & Chris Stoate



0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

19
70

19
72

19
74

19
76

19
78

19
80

19
82

19
84

19
86

19
88

19
90

19
92

19
94

19
96

19
98

20
00

20
02

20
04

All species (111)
Farm species (19)

UK wild bird indicators



Severe 
decline

Decline

Small 
decline



-1.6
-1.4
-1.2

-1
-0.8
-0.6
-0.4
-0.2

0 2 4 6 8

Cereal yield (tonnes/ha)

M
ea

n 
po

pu
la

tio
n 

tr
en

d



Where’s the room 
for wildlife?

















Ensuring that AES deliver

• Measurable objectives
• Monitoring

• Evidence-based options
• Targeting
• Demonstration & advice
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Only the evidence-based, target option 
(rare arable weed margin) effective at 
conserving rare arable plants

Arable plants
Evidence-based prescriptions, Geographic targeting
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conserving rare bumblebees
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Growing wheat 
at Grange Farm



Drivers: soil protection

Drivers: soil protection



Drivers: water protection

GCT Allerton Project study site, Loddington, Leicestershire © GCT
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