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In 2006, the OECD produced a report, entitled The New Rural Paradigm, which outlined a need for a change in rural policy making. This pressure for change emerged through recognition of the perceived failure of financial redistribution and agricultural-based policies to harness the potential of new economic engines for growth in rural regions across the OECD. In response, the OECD identified a new, multi-sectoral, place-based approach to rural development which seeks to identify and exploit the varied development potential of rural regions through new industries such as rural tourism, manufacturing or ICT. At the heart of this new paradigm are two fundamental shifts: a focus on places rather than sectors; and on investments rather than subsidies. Such an approach, it was argued, is less 'defensive' that previous policies in that it concentrates less on attempts to limit decline in rural areas and more upon seizing new opportunities to exploit the unused economic potential of rural areas and to enhance regional competitiveness. In addition, it was acknowledged that such an approach would require the development of new collective governance arrangements to better integrate a broad range of state and non-state actors, horizontally at both the central and local levels, and vertically across all tiers of government.
 

For this working group, we invite papers that broadly address the theme of the 'New Rural Paradigm' (Copies of The New Rural Paradigm: Policies and Governance for Rural Development (2006) are available at www.sourceoecd.org/regionaldevelopment/9264023909). New challenges are likely to arise from this approach, and the implications of this strategy for the future well-being of all rural areas needs to be carefully considered. For this reason, we encourage papers that address the following sorts of issues: a) Theoretical or critical analyses of the assumptions and practices underpinning the New Rural Paradigm, b) Reviews of relevant rural development policies that relate to the concept; c) Strategies for evaluating rural development policies and the formulation of appropriate sets of indicators; d) New modes of governing rural development, such as local partnerships and inter-governmental collaboration; e) Changing power relations in rural development, including differential access to resources and decision-making along lines of gender, social class, ethnic group etc.; f) Questions of inclusion/exclusion, particular for rural regions where opportunities for new industry development are limited, and where poverty levels are high; and d)Alternative development paradigms.
