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Dr Abigail Woods presented findings from her Relu-funded research project “Re-inventing the wheel? Farm Health Planning 1942-2006” to staff at Defra on 17th November 2010. The seminar was attended by Defra vets, scientists and economists. In her presentation, Abigail, who is a lecturer in the history of medicine at Imperial College, outlined the history of state intervention in livestock health and revealed some historical precedents to farm health planning. Drawing on a series of case studies including specific diseases of diary cows (1942-52) and diseases of production (1960-75), Abigail then reflected on the lessons which these historical initiatives might present for present-day disease prevention. Abigail was able to offer insights from the past on the common drivers to disease prevention, presenting a framework which explored the relationship between diseases, the veterinary profession, politics and industry. She concluded that these key drivers have come together at different points in time in order to push forward the preventative agenda for animal disease. She noted however that different circumstances and agendas have resulted in different attitudes to prevention historically and that this is driven by the recurring questions of what disease prevention is and what it is for. There was an enthusiastic response to the presentation from the Defra attendees and Abigail responded to a number of questions including how history might provide insights to getting buy-in from stakeholders on prevention; historical attitudes to animal welfare and how the impacts/benefits of prevention have been demonstrated to farmers in the past. 
